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NORTH-WEST URBAN CONSTRUCTION AND DEVELOPMENT BUILDERS PANEL 

Statement by Minister for Housing 

MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee — Minister for Housing) [2.09 pm]: I rise today to inform the chamber that the 
North-West Urban Construction and Development Builders Panel has been awarded via a competitive tender 
process. The panel, formed to deliver building construction and maintenance contracts through the 
North-West Aboriginal Housing Fund, is a direct result of a positive collaboration process between different levels 
of government and will achieve multiple outcomes. 

The $200 million, five-year fund has been established to increase housing options and provide intensive support 
for Aboriginal families to empower them to achieve economic independence by participating in education and 
employment. Appropriate and affordable housing helps families to attain and maintain good health, family, 
education and employment outcomes. The housing system, supported by appropriate human services, can be 
a powerful policy lever to enable kids to go to school, adults to go to work, and families to become more 
independent and resilient. In addition to this, by building capability and capacity in Aboriginal people and 
organisations, the North-West Aboriginal Housing Fund delivers a central priority of the McGowan government’s 
regional services reform program. I also acknowledge the work of the previous government and previous housing 
ministers to begin the process to bring this program to book. I was delighted with the strong field of interested 
organisations and I am very pleased that all the successful applicants are local businesses and have effective 
mentoring programs in place to attract, develop and retain Aboriginal apprentices. The three successful builders, 
MGC Building and Maintenance Pty Ltd, Kullarri Building Pty Ltd and H and M Tracey Construction Pty Ltd 
have demonstrated records in supporting the Aboriginal regional workforce. 

The builders will deliver housing construction and big refurbishment projects in the Kimberley and Pilbara regions. 
Staged over the next four years, these capital works projects are designed to maximise Aboriginal apprenticeship 
outcomes, with Aboriginal employment targets of at least 40 per cent. Work on the first project—the construction 
of 50 transitional houses in the East Kimberley—will start in the next few months. The dwellings are co-designed 
with Binarri-binya Yarrawoo Aboriginal Corporation, under the North-West Aboriginal Housing Fund. I look 
forward to further updating the chamber as this essential program of works continues to progress. 
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